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LANDSCAPE CHECKLIST (client to keep this sheet) 
FOR CLIENTS BUILDING NEW HOMES & DUPLEXES 
 
 GENERAL 
 
Building your own home typically consists of 3 steps: 
 
Step 1  Development Application (DA) – This is the initial design and submission stage, in 
which you will help design your new home and create the plans which go to Council (or 
assessing body) for approval. The landscape plan is generally a requirement at this point. 
 
Step 2  Construction Certificate (CC) – Occurs after your DA application has been 
assessed, and you receive a “Notice of Determination” or similar assessment document, 
which contains the conditions for which your application has been approved. During this 
stage, all plans are checked against these conditions, amended to suit, and a CC plan is 
issued, along with a compliance certificate stating that the plans are now compliant, and 
ready for construction. Compliance certificates are directed to your Principal Certifying 
Authority (PCA). Larger, more complex projects may require construction documentation. 
 
Step 3  Occupancy Certificate (OC) – And the end of the construction works, there is 
normally a requirement in the Notice of Determination for the landscape works to be 
inspected, and for a second compliance certificate to be issued to the PCA stating that all 
works have been installed in accordance with the approved plans. 
 

 
FFoorr  tthhiiss  rreeaassoonn  iitt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  wwoorrkk  ddooeess  nnoott  vvaarryy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannttllyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  
aapppprroovveedd  ppllaannss,,  aanndd  wwhhyy  wwee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  llaannddssccaappee  ddeessiiggnn  rreellaattiivveellyy  ssiimmppllee  
aanndd  ccoommpplliiaanntt  aalllloowwiinngg  ssoommee  llaattiittuuddee  ffoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  llaannddssccaappiinngg  aafftteerr  ooccccuuppaannccyy 

 
 
 HINTS 
 

 The landscape needs to be designed in accordance Councils Landscape 
Development Control Plan (DCP), or Estate Guidelines as well as the 
requirements of the BASIX Report – This often guides landscape design. 

 Complying Development is assessed differently, and may not require a 
landscape plan, although clients may still consider a landscape concept design. 

 Your PCA and Project Manager will be key people to communicate with to ensure 
any works you wish to have co-ordinated during construction are carried out. 

 For Ideas on plant species, view the plant image library on our web site at 
www.conzept.net.au or image search on Google. 

 Landscape cost estimates are best done by landscape contractors, who will give 
you an honest, accurate market price for works. 

 Please help to streamline the process by thoroughly viewing e-mailed landscape 
concepts, and responding by e-mail or phone with all your comments. 

 The landscape finishes can add capital value to your home, and really make it 
stand out from the average house – Try not to think of landscaping as a tack on.  

 Swimming Pools need to be co-ordinated, and will add to our fee structure. 
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CLIENT DETAILS (client to return these sheets) 
 
Name: Phone:  
 
Site address: Mobile:  
 
E-mail: Fax:  

 
 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnttaacctteedd  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  wwee  aarree  eennggaaggeedd,,  bbootthh  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  
llaannddssccaappee  ddeessiiggnn  aanndd  ssiittee  iissssuueess,,  aanndd  ttoo  aasskk  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  aacccceessss  oorr  ttoo  mmeeeett  oonn  tthhee  ssiittee  
wwhheerree  aa  ttrreeee  ssuurrvveeyy  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd..  SSiittee  ccoonnssuullttaattiioonnss  aanndd  TTrreeee  SSuurrvveeyy  aaffffeecctt  oouurr  ffeeeess  
((uunnlleessss  qquuootteedd  pprriioorr)),,  bbuutt  ccaann  ssaavvee  yyoouu  mmoonneeyy  aanndd  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  lloonnggeerr  tteerrmm..      

 

Conzept will aim to design your landscape in the following manner; 
 

 Simple, practical & contemporary. 
 Compliant with Councils regulations and requirements 
 Compliant with the requirements of the BASIX Report 
 Use drought – tolerant, low maintenance, native or endemic planting 
 Is generally low maintenance and relatively low cost to install 

 
Please tick one of the following boxes: 
 

 I am happy to have the Landscape Architect design my landscape in this fashion 
 

 No, please contact me to discuss the design on the details provided 
 

 Yes, but please consider the following (refer to Design Options below): 
 
 DESIGN OPTIONS 
 
1. STYLE OF PLANTING 
 
Remember that native (Australian) or indigenous / endemic (Locally Occurring) planting is 
encouraged by local government, and rewarded by BASIX. 
 

 Native / Indigenous Planting 
 Native / Exotic mix of Planting 
 Tropical mix 
 Feature planters / pots 

 
 Other (Please specify)   

2. TREES 
 
Some Council’s will insist on tree planting, especially as replacement planting for sites 
where trees are proposed to be removed.  The landscape architect will only specify trees 
suitable for residential sites, and the area available for planting. 
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 Native / Endemic trees (suitable for the site) 
 Evergreen 
 Deciduous 
 Flowering 
 Fruit trees i.e: ____________________________________________________ 

 
 Other (Please Specify)_____________________________________________ 

 
3. PAVED / CONCRETE AREAS (Impervious) 
 
Most Council’s have a maximum permissible area of impervious surfaces (areas water 
can’t penetrate). These areas include the house footprint and driveway, pools and sheds, 
garages, paved patios and paths. Often, with duplexes and dual – occupancies, these 
areas have been pushed to the limits, and so minimal areas of the landscape plan may be 
shown to be impervious. For this reason, permeable surfaces such as gravels, stepping 
stones, lawn-cell and permeable paving are recommended. 
 

 Brick or Unit Paving 
 Coloured or Patterned Concrete (Nominated by client) 
 Permeable Paving (such as a commercially available permeable paving system) 
 Gravel (Compacted Decomposed Granite, Nepean Pea Gravel etc) 
 Stepping Stones in Gravel 
 Stepping Stones in planting 

 
 Other (Please Specify)_____________________________________________ 

 
4. GARDEN EDGING 
 
Recommended for low maintenance of garden areas: 
 

 Brick (Recommended) 
 Timber (Recommended) 
 Extruded Concrete 
 Natural Stone (Nominated by the client) 
 Spade edge (cheap but high maintenance) 
 Stainless steel (expensive) 

 
 Other (Please Specify)_____________________________________________ 

5. UTILITIES & FEATURES 
 
Some Council’s require certain utilities, such as garden sheds, bin storage areas, compost 
areas etc, and some utilities, such as external clothes lines, are required by BASIX. 
 

 Retractable or Fold-out Clothes line (from wall or fence) 
 Free-standing rotary (such as Hill’s Hoist®) 
 Removable Style rotary clothes line 
 Bin Storage Area 
 Garden Storage Shed 
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 Compost Area 
 Barbeque Area 
 Vegetable garden 
 Art, Sculptures and Water Features (located by us, nominated by the client) 

 
 Other (Please Specify)  _____________________________________________ 

 
6. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
If there are other items you wish to be considered in the landscape plans, please note them 
here, or remember to discuss them with the landscape architect.  
 

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  wwaatteerr  ffeeaattuurreess  mmaayy  bbee  iinnddiiccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  ppllaann,,  bbuutt  ccaalllleedd  oouutt  ttoo  ffuuttuurree  
ddeettaaiillss  oorr  aass  nnoommiinnaatteedd  bbyy  cclliieenntt..    
  
PPrrooppoosseedd  sswwiimmmmiinngg  ppoooollss  mmaayy  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  llaannddssccaappee  ppllaann,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  
tthhee  bbuuiillddeerr  mmaayy  bbee  iinncclliinneedd  ttoo  rreeqquueesstt  ppoooollss  aarree  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  bbyy  aa  sseeppaarraattee  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  
AApppplliiccaattiioonn..  IIff  ssoo,,  CCoonnzzeepptt  ccaann  pprreeppaarree  tthheessee  ppllaannss  aallssoo..  
  
 Client notes / comments:  _____________________________________________ 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  

Client Name:  Date :  

 
Signature:    

  


